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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs 
Program FY 2022 Final
Community Forestry and Open Space $0
Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management $212,000
Forest Legacy $10,040,000
Forest Stewardship $142,068
Landscape Scale Restoration $0
State Fire Assistance $1,954,308
Urban and Community Forestry $273,035
Volunteer Fire Assistance $340,105
Total $12,961,516 
NOTE: This funding is for all entities within the state, not just the State Forester's office.
 
The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of
Wyoming, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities. These programs
promote the health and productivity of Wyoming forest lands and rural economies by providing leadership
in forest and fire management in Wyoming's rural and community forests. Additionally, these cooperative
programs are key components of the State Forest Action Plan as well as the Governor's Task Force on
Forests Recommendations.
 
 
Program Goals 

• Continued implementation of Wyoming's Forest Action Plan through integrated forestry program
delivery. 

• Cooperate with partners to improve forest management across boundaries, including GNA and
Shared Stewardship. 

• Strive to enhance the availability of well trained firefighters and quality equipment to safely
accomplish fire suppression, management and utilization objectives. 

• Deliver cooperative forestry programs through voluntary and non-regulatory approaches. 
• Provide technical assistance to private forest landowners to improve forest management. 
• Sustain the response framework for state, federal, county, and municipal partners to readily react to

the detection of an invasive agent in a community or rural forest. 
• Continue to address the recommendations from the Governor's Task Force on Forests Report. 

 
Key Issues 

• Restricted timber supply limits forest products industry capacity which in turn limits active forest
management in some areas. 

• A greater understanding of the benefits of community forests by the public and elected officials is
crucial for successful management. 

• Private landowners need technical forestry expertise due to threats such as fire/fuels and forest
health concerns. 

• Insect threats are still a big concern and restoration efforts are ongoing in areas heavily impacted by
the recent epidemic. 

• Invasive agents present ongoing threats to forests in communities and rural areas. 
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Forest Facts and Accomplishments 
Selected Facts Value
Population 576,851
Acres of Forest Land 10,804,151
Acres of Nonindustrial Private Forest Land 1,302,881
Number of NIPF Landowners 5,368
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire
Protection

0

Acres of Private Land Under State Fire
Protection

29,100,000

Number of Rural Fire Departments 147
Cities and Towns 99
Forest Based Employment 925
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) 0
State Forestry Budget (All Sources) 10,500,000

FY 2022 Accomplishments Value
Landowners Receiving Educational or
Technical Assistance

870

Acres Covered by New or Revised Forest
Stewardship Plans

91,383

Acres in Important Forest Resource Areas
Covered by New or Revised Stewardship
Plans

15,824

Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted 0
State Fire Communities Assisted 0
Coop Forest Health Acres Protected 720
Forest Legacy Project Acquisitions 130
Communities Provided Urban Forestry
Program Assistance

53

Population Living in Communities
Provided Urban Forestry Program
Assistance

379,144

Urban Forestry Volunteer Assistance 50,402

Program Highlights
 
Cooperative Fire Protection 
In 2022, WSFD aided in the management of 7 Emergency Fire Suppression Account fires totaling nearly
5.3 million dollars. 829 fire occurrences, 17,131 acres burned, 990 non-federal resource orders filled.
 
Wyoming has 322 pieces of Federal Excess Personal Property valued over $13.0 million and over 300
pieces of Firefighter Property worth over $2.3 million. It is estimated that the equipment and fire trucks
obtained through these programs contribute to the suppression of 75% of all Wyoming fires, regardless of
ownership.
 
The Helitack flew: 36 initial attack missions, 16 recon/mapping missions, 1 search and rescue, 71
preposition/reposition/crew transport missions for a total of 308 personnel, 118,487 lbs. of cargo, and 546
bucket drops for 77,729 gal. Total flight for 2022 was 138.2 hours. Wyoming State Forestry contracted
two Single Engine Air Tankers assisting on 30 fires, delivering 112 loads of retardant 98,710 gallons of
retardant for a total of 124.77 flight hours.
 
In 2022, Volunteer Fire Assistance grants assisted 37 applicants used for equipping, training, and
prevention for rural fire departments that service a population under 10,000 totaling $171,515.
 
The WSFD Fuels Mitigation Program supported the completion of 22 defensible space treatments around
homes, 782 acres of fuel treatments on privately owned lands, and 23 acres of fuel breaks throughout the
state. WSFD successfully secured $1,686,848 of Hazardous Fuels Reduction grant funding in 2022 to
complete more fuels mitigation treatments across the state. There are 23 county wide CWPP's in place.
 
The fabrication and maintenance department completed and shipped 185 parts and GSA orders. 46
major repairs to fire apparatus and fleet vehicles were also completed. The crew picked up and delivered
5 excess vehicles and built/refurbished 6 different apparatus, along with 23 fleet repairs.
 
Forest Health Protection 
In 2022, WSFD Forest Health participated in 19 flight hours of aerial insect and disease work in
coordination with the US Forest Service. In total 18,582,245 acres were surveyed across Wyoming's
federal, state and private forests. Forest health funding was used on 903 acres across 6 projects to
protect Wyoming's forests from insect and disease threats.
 
Forest Health annually monitors for new invasive insect introductions including emerald ash borer, spongy
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moth, and balsam woolly adelgid. Last year 154 detection traps were installed throughout the state for
EAB and spongy moth. Balsam woolly adelgid surveys took place in high-risk areas including Grand
Teton National Park and the Bridger Teton National Forest. No EAB, spongy moth, or balsam woolly
adelgid have been confirmed in Wyoming to date. Additionally, WSFD is committed to the continued
monitoring of long-term insect and disease outbreaks and evaluating the efficacy of past treatments. To
be better stewards of the land through continued learning, WSFD monitored and evaluated 36 previous
western spruce budworm treatment plots near the Medicine Bow National Forest and throughout the
Southern Bighorns.
 
Forest Legacy 
Wyoming has received funding for the third phase of the Munger Mountain Corridor Initiative Forest
Legacy Project. This conservation easement in Teton County, will contribute to the protection of a key elk
migration corridor. Phase one was completed in 2014 and phase two was completed in 2021.
 
Forest Stewardship 
Program provides landowners with comprehensive resource management plans designed to reach
management objectives while maintaining and improving resource components. Delivery is provided via
Wyoming State Forestry personnel, wildfire mitigation coordinators, private consultants, and local
Conservation Districts. Plan follow up and direct on the ground assistance to aid in the active
implementation of landowner management goals is a significant program focus. In 2022, 21 new Forest
Stewardship Plans were written, with 105,684 acres of federal investment area covered by active plans.
 
Landowner Assistance 
During 2022, the Wyoming State Forestry Division provided on the ground technical assistance to 268
Wyoming landowners and developed management plans for 91,383 acres of private forest land. A total of
357,494 acres of private lands in Wyoming are currently under management plans as a result of Wyoming
State Forest Division's assistance. These management plans play a critical role in conserving and
managing working forest landscapes for the future. In addition, 602 landowners were educated through
workshops and field days.
 
Shared Stewardship/Good Neighbor Authority 
Wyoming State Forestry Division continued a rapid expansion of implementing Shared Stewardship
through Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) cross-boundary forest restoration work with both the USDA
Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management. Wyoming State Forestry increased the pace and
scale of multiple-ownership restoration in 2022 by continuing on-the-ground forest work detailed in
eighteen existing Good Neighbor project agreements with one new GNA project agreement in the
planning stage. The Bighorn National Forest, Black Hills National Forest, Bridger-Teton National Forest,
and Medicine Bow National Forest utilized WSFD GNA Cooperative forester positions that were crucial to
the implementation of fuels reduction and commercial timber sale projects. GNA helped keep the logging
industry and mills active throughout Wyoming. In 2022, State Forestry sold nearly 11 million board feet of
federal timber and completed over 1,200 acres of thinning and fuels reduction on federal lands.
 
Urban and Community Forestry 
With funding from the U.S. Forest Service, State and Private Forestry Program, nearly $40,000 in cost
share grants were made available to 9 communities in 2022 for tree planting and community forestry
program development. Projects included community tree plantings, increasing municipal forestry capacity
through trainings, providing educational program development, purchasing and creating educational
materials, volunteer and advocacy group support, and forestry interns. Program staff and district foresters
provided technical assistance to cities, towns, counties, state agencies, nonprofits, civic groups, schools,
and the general public. The State Urban Forest Resilience grant (awarded in 2021) was used to fund a
graduate student project for the creation of a GIS database for statewide tree inventory collection.
Additional funds will be used to provide select communities with updating their community tree inventories
and tree management plans. Lastly the funds will also be used to gauge species diversity to determine
likelihood of invasive pest threat and management planning needs.
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Contact Information

Wyoming State Forestry Division US Forest Service
Rocky Mountain Region

Kelly Norris
Interim State Forester
5500 Bishop Boulevard
Cheyenne, WY 82002
307-777-7586
Kelly.Norris@wyo.gov

Sylvia Bierman
Director, State & Private Forestry & Tribal
Relations
USDA Forest Service
1617 Cole Boulevard, Building 17
Lakewood, CO 80401-3305
303-304-0948
sylvia.bierman@usda.gov

Wyoming FY 2023 Information last updated: 2/10/2023 10:55 AM
Report prepared: 5/18/2023 9:34 PM

Page 4 of 4


	Wyoming State and Private Forestry Fact Sheet 2023
	Investment in State's Cooperative Programs
	Program Goals
	Key Issues
	Forest Facts and Accomplishments
	Program Highlights
	Cooperative Fire Protection
	Forest Health Protection
	Forest Legacy
	Forest Stewardship
	Landowner Assistance
	Shared Stewardship/Good Neighbor Authority
	Urban and Community Forestry

	Contact Information


