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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs 
Program FY 2022 Final
Community Forestry and Open Space $0
Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management $325,614
Forest Legacy $186,000
Forest Stewardship $153,403
Landscape Scale Restoration $0
State Fire Assistance $1,180,225
Urban and Community Forestry $361,526
Volunteer Fire Assistance $347,536
Total $2,554,304 
NOTE: This funding is for all entities within the state, not just the State Forester's office.
 
Cooperative Forestry and Fire Programs are administered and implemented through partnerships
between Utah Division of Forestry, Fire & State Lands (FFSL), USDA Forest Service (USFS), private
organizations, and local governments. These programs promote the protection, health and productivity of
Utah's forests, communities, watersheds, and related economies. We emphasize wildfire risk reduction,
forest restoration, forest products, wildlife habitat, water resources, rural economies, and conservation
practices.
 
 
Program Goals 

• Increase active, outcome-based management on all forests through strong partnerships; 
• Enhance public benefits through focused efforts to protect and sustain healthy forests, watersheds,

and landscapes; and 
• Promote voluntary and non-regulatory approaches. 

 
Key Issues 

• Growing risk of catastrophic wildfire, especially in Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) areas; 
• Increased age and density of forests and decreased diversity of forest age-classes on federal lands; 
• Protection and rehabilitation of water quality and riparian areas; 
• Threat of invasive, exotic species to native biodiversity; 
• Economic and social well-being of forest dependent communities; and 
• Rapid development and demand for urban forestry support.

. 
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Forest Facts and Accomplishments 
Selected Facts Value
Population 3,271,616
Acres of Forest Land 18,123,661
Acres of Nonindustrial Private Forest Land 2,583,819
Number of NIPF Landowners 14,194
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire
Protection

0

Acres of Private Land Under State Fire
Protection

15,593,893

Number of Rural Fire Departments 254
Cities and Towns 249
Forest Based Employment 150
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) 2
State Forestry Budget (All Sources) 52,922,022

FY 2022 Accomplishments Value
Landowners Receiving Educational or
Technical Assistance

560

Acres Covered by New or Revised Forest
Stewardship Plans

18,229

Acres in Important Forest Resource Areas
Covered by New or Revised Stewardship
Plans

11,195

Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted 47
State Fire Communities Assisted 6
Coop Forest Health Acres Protected 2,021
Forest Legacy Project Acquisitions 0
Communities Provided Urban Forestry
Program Assistance

98

Population Living in Communities
Provided Urban Forestry Program
Assistance

2,349,232

Urban Forestry Volunteer Assistance 14,177

Program Highlights
 
Conservation Education 
FFSL contracts with the Utah Society for Environmental Education (USEE) to deliver Conservation
Education. USEE uses the Sustainable Forestry Initiative's Project Learning Tree (PLT) to provide
workshops for teachers to learn the PLT model and implement the curricula in their classrooms. These
workshops cover outreach activities to encourage participation of teachers, natural resources
professionals, and others interested in environmental education.  In 2022, USEE had major personnel
turnover and currently does not have a director or staff.  FFSL plans to continue working with USEE board
members to complete the final year of our contract.  FFSL is currently brainstorming where to best apply
its Conservation Education focus after this contract ends, in June 2023.
 
Cooperative Fire Protection 
FFSL received 78 Fire Department Grant requests totaling $728,241.02 and granted approximately
$376,162.16 of Forest Service VFA funds and $175,018.65 of Utah State fire cost recovery funds to 57
fire departments for training and to purchase firefighting personal protective equipment. We also received
the BIL funds of $70,250.00 that and that supported 7 departments.
FFSL certified approximately 3,600 Utah structural firefighters to fight wildland fire, as well as placed 8
firefighting apparatuses with fire departments through FEPP. Fuel was reduced on more than 10,000
acres to protect communities in the wildland urban interface.
 
Forest Health Protection 
Several factors have contributed to poor forest health in Utah: thick overgrown forests, expansive areas of
single tree species, containing large trees, and other characteristics which make these forests very
susceptible to bark beetle outbreaks. Other factors such as continuing drought, stresses the trees, making
them even more susceptible to bark beetle outbreaks. Insects and disease are not the cause of forest
health issues, but are the result of poor forest health. It is the poor health of our forests that induces insect
outbreak. Over the past 30 years, spruce beetle has infested and killed millions of Engelmann spruce and
is still presently active. Douglas fir beetle, Mountain pine beetle, and pinyon engraver beetle are
prominent and are still affecting large areas within Utah. Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) has not been detected
in Utah; however, Utah is monitoring with detection traps in areas where ash is a considerable percentage
of the live tree component. FFSL is coordinating with Utah Department of Agriculture and Food to
increase the number of traps in areas where EAB may be introduced in urban areas where ash is a
prominent species. Balsam Woolly Adelgid (BWA), an exotic and invasive insect has been established in
the United States for over 100 years and documented in Idaho since 1983. BWA was confirmed in Utah
on September 6th, 2017, and as of 2022 has been confirmed in Box Elder, Cache, Rich, Weber, Davis,
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Morgan, Salt Lake, Summit, and Utah counties. Utah FFSL, USFS Forest Health Protection, USDA
APHIS PPQ, Utah State University, and Utah Department of Agriculture and Food are collaborating to
address the impacts of the current infestation. We are looking at potential concerns in regards to
snowpack retention, watershed health, fuel loading, aesthetics, and economic impacts. Two public fact
sheets are available on the FFSL website: one with general information, and one with general and current
managerial information.
 
Forest Legacy 
In 2022, the Utah Forest Legacy Program (FLP) completed an appraisal on the 640-acre Coldwater
Phase 1 project; we are now waiting for potential FY23 reprogrammed funding for Phase 2 to close these
tracts together as one complete 16,303-acre project (Cache County). The Coldwater project presents a
rare opportunity for landscape-level conservation, tying together an expanse of Uinta-Wasatch-Cache
National Forest, Hardware Ranch State Wildlife Management Area, and a neighboring FLP project, and
will protect a major elk migration corridor. This project will add to our current total of 31 projects and
83,859 acres of private forest land that is protected throughout Utah with FLP conservation easements.
One additional project was submitted to the national ranking committee for funding consideration in fall
2022: the Bear River Mountains Connectivity project (2,725 acres, Rich/Cache counties) is a private
forest inholding surrounded by USFS and protects a critical interstate wildlife corridor and water resources
in the rapidly developing tourist area of Bear Lake. FFSL participated in a USFS pilot program to conduct
annual monitoring of FLP projects using remote sensing on 5 properties. We continue to work closely with
our land trust partners on project development, and formed a new partnership with The Conservation
Fund. The FLP successfully participated in a 5-year program review with the USFS Regional office, and
had a routine Quality Assurance Inspection. The FLP Coordinator attended numerous federal and land
trust sponsored trainings, and participated on the western states ranking panel. State funded post-
acquisition duties included review of monitoring visit observations and proposed activity requests/projects
to ensure compliance with the FLP, and education of new landowners acquiring existing FLP properties.
FFSL now has a full-time FLP Coordinator position to meet the increasing demands and duties required
of our state's successful program.
 
Forest Stewardship 
The Utah Forest Stewardship Program enables private forest landowners to better manage their lands to
provide valuable public, economic, and environmental benefits. Across Utah's landscape, approximately 3
million acres or 16% of Utah's forests are held in private ownership. In 2022, FFSL completed eight
Forest Stewardship Management plans covering 18,229 acres. These plans enable landowners to
manage their forest resources to meet their objectives and to provide improved landscape-scale benefits.
Utah currently has 105 active plans covering 317,030 acres. The Forest Legacy Program and Forest
Stewardship Program were separated from under one coordinator, to two this year. FFSL has renewed
our efforts to promote forestry program accomplishments and tell our story via social media. Working with
FFSL's PIO, we have reached a wider audience and promoted education and involvement. FFSL's
foresters secured funding through NRCS' Environmental Quality Improvement Program and Utah's
Watershed Restoration Initiative to assist landowners with implementation of recommended forest
practices outlined in these plans. Utah's Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee continues to engage
a variety of state, federal, and local natural resource agencies, industry professionals and private forest
landowners. The annual meeting was attended by over 30 participants and was coordinated with USU
Forestry Extension's annual Timber Tour. Two private landowners participating in the FSP were
presented with the Division's Forest Stewardship Achievement award. The FSCC continued its
partnership with the Southwest Agroforestry Network, providing funding and coordination for the network's
annual conference in Moab. The FSP fully utilizes the USFS' Survey 123 Form to complete annual
monitoring. This has streamlined the effort and brought needed efficiency. The Division continues to
update procedures in line with the changes due to the modernization of the FSP.
 
Landowner Assistance 
FFSL's foresters provide expertise and guidance to improve forest health conditions and encourage active
forest management. FFSL's forestry staff provided technical assistance through 538 recorded contacts
with private forest landowners and land managers, along with providing education to 32 Utah citizens.
The Division's project to better capture private forest landowner assistance using Survey 123 has been
largely successful. This involved the forestry program coordinators and Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) staff designing a Routine Technical Assist form which has streamlined the annual federal reporting
requirements. Grant funding awarded from various federal and state programs allowed forestry staff to
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assist private landowners with implementing recommended forest practices. This included a variety of on-
the-ground projects, such as post-wildfire tree planting, aspen regeneration projects, and invasive weed
treatments. A new agreement with the state of Montana tree nursery has allowed a new source for tree
diversity to help support regeneration and planting efforts in northern Utah.
 
Landscape Scale Restoration 
In 2022, FFSL continued to modify its process to administer the LSR program in Utah, in response to
recent Forest Service guidance to include additional entities in the competitive grants program.  With this
new process, FFSL worked with county and NGO partners in developing and submitting four grant
applications to the Western States competitive grants program.
 
LSR completed and closed out in 2022:
1. UT PJ Encroachment: Utah/Nevada rehabilitated high priority sagebrush lands. In Utah 1,074 acres
were treated and seeded to enhance sage grouse habitat and fuel reduction.
2. Monroe Mountain: With partners restored aspen forests on high-priority Monroe Mountain landscapes;
20 outreach contacts, 267 acres of hazardous fuels reduced, 100 acres treated for insects/disease
prevention, and 100 acres of wildlife habitat enhanced.
 
LSR grants still open:
1. Virgin River: With partners, restoring riparian forests/habitats in the priority landscapes; 13 acres
treated on 13 properties, Hurricane Fire Department assisted with slash piling, and retreated 9 properties
totally 3 acres.
2. Aspen Resilience in Priority Watersheds of Southeastern Utah: restoring aspen forests, preventing
wildfires, and improving habitat; 4,500 acres of forest lands were inventoried to write 8 forest stewardship
plans, a 350-acre aspen regeneration project is planned for the La Sal Mountains, and 283 acres of
invasive weeds were sprayed in Finn Canyon.
3. Mill and Pack Creeks Watershed Restoration: reducing hazardous fuels and improving wildlife habitat
in the creeks' corridor; 41 acres of Russian olive and other invasive trees were removed from the creeks'
corridor.
4. Little Bear Forest Resilience Project: improving important forest ecosystems and reducing the risk of
uncharacteristic wildfires; collected conifer cones for their seeds to grow tree seedlings, planted 1,000
seedlings, completed 25 acres of thinning and fuels reduction projects, and 10 acres of site preparation
for planting.
 
Urban and Community Forestry 
Urban forests provide essential benefits to Utah's quality of life and economy. In 2022, communities
planted 2,493 new trees and 4,055 new seedlings, generating several million dollars in net community
benefits. These benefits include reductions in energy use, storm water runoff, and air pollutants. In
addition, FFSL continues to support the installation of an urban forest trail in South Jordan City.  This
project will be completed in April 2023.  FFSL promotes healthy urban forests by encouraging
communities to participate in Tree City USA, and 79 communities have achieved this designation.
Additionally, 6 universities were designated with TreeCampus Higher Education credentials. FFSL also
promotes volunteer support for urban forestry efforts, and in 2022, volunteers worked 14,177 hours to
keep their cities green and vibrant. In 2022, FFSL provided technical or financial support to 98
communities, which are actively developing or managing their urban forests and maximizing community
value. FFSL continues to support a large planting effort, conducted by TreeUtah, which will focus on
installing alternative species to ash, in wake of the possibility of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) entering the
state. These plantings are taking place in parks throughout the state. Urban and Community Forestry
coordinated with Forest Health Protection and Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF) to
strategically place more EAB traps. The purpose of additional traps was to increase the probability of
early detection of EAB. To date, no EAB has been detected.
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Contact Information

Utah Division of Forestry, Fire and State
Lands

US Forest Service
Intermountain Region

Jamie Barnes
State Forester
1594 West North Temple, Suite 3520
Salt Lake City, UT 84116-3154
385-222-1536
jamiebarnes@utah.gov

Tim Garcia
Director, State & Private Forestry
USDA Forest Service
324 25th Street
Ogden, UT 844401
406-329-3250
timothy.p.garcia@usda.gov
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