
HOW TO DOWNLOAD PLOTS ONTO THE RANGER 7 

 

1. Ensure your Ranger 7 is connected to the internet (and not connected to a Forest Service Network). Then, either Double-Click the Midas 

Desktop Shortcut on the Ranger 7, or open the internet browser and navigate to the Midas website, or if reading this on a Ranger 7, click here: 

FIA Mobile Integrated Data Acquisition System (usda.gov) 

 

2. Login to Midas with your REGION, USERNAME and PASSWORD. Be careful entering upper case letters and special symbols on the Ranger 7. 

 

https://apps.fs.usda.gov/fia/midas-v2/main


3. Update Midas software by first browsing to your C:\MIDAS folder. 

 

  



4. Select the CLIENTVERSIONS.INI file. Be careful not to accidently drag and drop Midas program folders if using the Ranger 7 stylus. 

 



5. Select CHECK FOR UPDATES. 

 



6. Select DOWNLOAD UPDATES. 

 

  



7. To ensure the update goes to the correct location, select SAVE AS from the drop-down list and then save to the Downloads folder. Once the 

download is complete, select OK to be taken to the next screen. 

 

  



8. Navigate to MENU OPTIONS, select FIELD, and then select GET HISTORICAL FIELD DATA. Choose State Name, Inventory Year, Phase and 

Protocols, and Counties. Press GET SELECTED PLOTS. 

QA Crews: In addition to Historical QAQC Data, download associated Historical Field Data to avoid NOMS warnings/errors in Midas. 

 

  



9. Choose SELECT ALL and SELECT ALL PACKETS, then Press GET PLOTS. 

 

  



10. Select DOWNLOAD HISTORICAL DATA and select SAVE from the drop-down list (this time, the file should go to the Downloads folder without 

needing to select SAVE AS). Once file has completed downloading, select CLOSE. 

 

  



11. Finally, open Midas Utilities and, once opened, the Midas files that are saved to the Downloads folder will be automatically unzipped (clicking 

on UNZIP DOWNLOADED FILES is only needed if Midas Utilities is already running when Midas files are downloaded). 

 


