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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs 
Program FY 2022 Final
Community Forestry and Open Space $0
Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management $100,000
Forest Legacy $0
Forest Stewardship $100,000
Landscape Scale Restoration $0
State Fire Assistance $0
Urban and Community Forestry $150,000
Volunteer Fire Assistance $0
Total $350,000 
NOTE: This funding is for all entities within the state, not just the State Forester's office.
 
In the American Samoa Forest Action Plan (FAP), critical forestry issues that have been identified by
stakeholders will be addressed by the Forestry Program. These issues include the following: 1)
Sustainability of urban forests; 2) Protection of coral reefs; 3) Conservation of wetlands; 4) Maintaining
freshwater quality; and 5) Conservation of native flora and fauna. Priority areas to be addressed by the
Forestry program include: protect and improve air and water quality, wildfire prevention, tree planting
activities, conservation education, invasive species eradication, reduce the forests susceptibility to insects
and diseases, and improving forest health and lands. Currently, the islands forests and other natural
resources are in dire need of protection and management. These natural resources are becoming more
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, urbanization, invasive species, and more. Rainfall patterns
and storms are becoming more frequent and intense, thus leading to numerous flooding issues,
landslides, extreme runoffs, and fallen trees. Invasive species such as the Pulumamoe (Castilla elastica),
Tamaligi palagi (Falcataria moluccana), Little Fire Ants (Wasmania auropunctata), and more are
becoming more common in various areas. Forest ecosystems, especially in critically important areas such
as the mangroves in Pala Lagoon, are becoming more susceptible to land use changes and are being
polluted or cleared for urbanization. With the support and assistance from the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) U.S Forest Service, the American Samoa Community College – Agriculture,
Community and Natural Resources (ASCC-ACNR) Forestry Program will continue to improve and protect
the islands forests.
 
 
Program Goals 

• 1) Provide technical assistance to landowners and communities in managing their forest lands;
2) Promote and encourage Forestry Advisory Council meetings and all other meetings to improve
program efficiency;
3) Work closely with other environmental agencies in conserving, protecting, and managing the
islands forests;
4) Secure supplies and support for program trainings, conferences, and nursery activities;
5) Build local staff capacity 

 
Key Issues 

• Due to the COVID-19 restrictions and numerous tropical storms, opportunities and improvements
were difficult to achieve and with limited with various health, economic, and environmental
detrimental factors. 

• SUSTAINABILITY OF URBAN FORESTS: 1. Increase native trees and other plants to improve urban
environments and stabilize coastal zones. 2. Reduce introductions and establishment of exotic
invasives. 3. Reduce incidence and severity of wildfires. 4. Train local staff and residents to become
certified Arborists. 5. Establish tree ordinances to serve the community needs. 6. Continue
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Greenhouse propagation, transplanting, and outplanting to provide the community with native trees. 
• PROTECTION OF CORAL REEFS: 1. Promote best management practices by communities,

especially in high priority forest areas. 2. Integrate native trees and vetiver grass into agroforestry
systems to reduce sedimentation and nutrient loading on coral reefs to improve health of coral
ecosystems. 

• CONSERVATION OF WETLANDS: 1. Educate community on mangrove and wetland restoration and
help community members to implement best management practices. 2. Reduce sedimentation and
nutrient loading into wetlands by urban landscape planning, wetland restoration, pollution prevention
efforts, and education on sustainable farming practices. 

• MAINTAINING FRESHWATER QUALITY: 1. Plant native trees or soil stabilizing grasses on stream
corridors and riparian zones to mitigate erosion. 2. Educate the public and farmers about preserving
native forest landscaping to reduce the rate of conversion to impervious surfaces. 3. Develop and
present educational activities. 4. Encourage and assist villages and groups in removing all stream
debris. 

• CONSERVATION OF NATIVE FLORA AND FAUNA: 1. Increase native trees and plants in villages
and protecting shorelines. 2. Restore disturbed areas with native plants. 3. Reduce invasive plant
populations to allow reestablishment of native vegetation. 

 
Forest Facts and Accomplishments 
Selected Facts Value
Population 49,710
Acres of Forest Land 39,156
Acres of Nonindustrial Private Forest Land 27,312
Number of NIPF Landowners 621
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire
Protection

0

Acres of Private Land Under State Fire
Protection

0

Number of Rural Fire Departments 2
Cities and Towns 91
Forest Based Employment 0
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) 0
State Forestry Budget (All Sources) 230,000

FY 2022 Accomplishments Value
Landowners Receiving Educational or
Technical Assistance

42

Acres Covered by New or Revised Forest
Stewardship Plans

22

Acres in Important Forest Resource Areas
Covered by New or Revised Stewardship
Plans

20

Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted 0
State Fire Communities Assisted 0
Coop Forest Health Acres Protected 30
Forest Legacy Project Acquisitions 0
Communities Provided Urban Forestry
Program Assistance

0

Population Living in Communities
Provided Urban Forestry Program
Assistance

0

Urban Forestry Volunteer Assistance 51

Program Highlights
 
Forest Health Protection 
The Forest Health Program primarily targets invasive trees all across the 5 islands in American Samoa.
The Mexican rubber tree (Castilla elastica), Tamaligi (Falcataria moluccana), and African Tulip
(Spathodea campanulate) are some of the common invasive trees that can dominate forested areas and
negatively impact native habitats. The Forestry Program continues to control these in various villages and
forested areas. A total of 36 Tamaligi seedlings, 183 saplings, and 88 trees were controlled; a total of 68
African Tulip saplings and 108 trees were controlled; and a total of 619 Pulumamoe seedlings, 644
saplings, and 295 trees were controlled. Invasive little fire ants (Wasmania auropunctata) were detected
in American Samoa for the first time in late 2018, and efforts to control them are continuing. The use of
insecticidal baits and procedures developed by the University of Hawai'is Hawai'i Ant Lab have proven
effective against little fire ants in American Samoa, and the ants have been controlled in five of the initially
detected infestations with treatments continuing on the sixth. In the past two years, however, several
additional, much larger, infestations have been detected, some of which extend into native forest.
Delimitation surveys to map these infestations are ongoing. These surveys and the subsequent
treatments of these areas will be much more difficult than was the case for the previously controlled

American Samoa FY 2023 Information last updated: 1/18/2023 5:27 PM
Report prepared: 5/15/2023 9:34 PM

Page 2 of 4



infestations due to the much larger areas infested and the steep slopes and dense vegetation.
 
Forest Inventory Analysis 
The ASCC-ACNR Forestry Program, together with the USDA-USFS Forest Inventory Analysis (FIA)
Program, has completed the FIA project for American Samoa. This project was led by the FIA Program,
who visits American Samoa every 10 years to implement the project. The last FIA conducted in the
territory was in 2012. The FIA data collection team consisted of experts and interns from USFS, the
Forestry Program, University of Guam (UoG), Department of Marine and Wildlife Resources (DMWR),
and the American Samoa National Park Service (ASNPS). A total of 72 randomly selected plots were
scattered all across American Samoa, with 46 in Tutuila, 1 in Aunu'u, 19 in Ta'u, and 6 in Ofu and
Olosega. There were 8 USFS staff, 2 UoG, 3 ASNPS, 2 DMWR, and 13 ASCC-ACNR Forestry staff and
interns who worked closely together in hiking, surveying, and collecting the data from these plots. The
project took about 2 months to complete, with 2 to 3 teams set out each day to hike our islands steep and
dangerous slopes and thick rich forests. Hikes usually took about 2 hours to get to the plot, then 5 hours
to survey the plot, and then 1 and a half hour to return to the vehicles. The plot survey includes a variety
of protocols and procedures, including measuring tree diameters, forest canopy, epiphytes, saplings, and
more. Out of these 47 plots in Tutuila & Aunu'u, a total of 43 were surveyed, 2 were denied access, and 2
were hazardous. For Manu'a, a total of 16 were surveyed, 0 were denied access, and 9 were labeled
hazardous out of the 25 plots. Some of the highlighted discoveries from this project includes the large
trees and open forests on the ridges east of Fagamalo and Aoloau; the Tavai forests in Ofu with large
trees and no wasps or mosquitos; seeing so many historic villages, trails, and old house foundations in
the mountains of Tutuila and Ta'u.
 
Forest Stewardship 
The Forest Stewardship Program (FSP) continues to serve the islands landowners, farmers, and village
communities in conserving and managing their forests and agroforests. Although the Forestry Nursery is
still under renovation, the program has been collecting seeds, propagating, transplanting, and distributing
saplings, serving numerous nursery visitors and FSP clients. The program has collected more than 500
seeds, propagated and transplanted more than 1,000 seedlings, and distributed more than 200 saplings
to the nursery clients and visitors. These native and coastal tree species include Ifilele, Ifiifi, Laga'ali, Koko
Samoa, and more. Trees were distributed through nursery visitations and island-wide events such as the
American Samoa Farm Fair, Career Fair, and more. The program also has been working closely with
landowners in managing their forested areas. Together with the student and young adult interns, the FSP
program implemented tree planting, pruning, and agroforestry activities to a total of 11 landowners in
Tutuila, Aunu'u, and Manu'a. The program will continue to collaborate with partners and landowners in
conserving and managing the islands forested areas.
 
Urban and Community Forestry 
The Urban and Community Forestry (UCF) Program has awarded sub grant funding to 2 high school
groups in support of their forestry and natural resources projects. The two groups, Tafuna High School
"Go Green" Club and the Leone High School "JSA and Close Up for the Environment" Club have received
funds to implement their project activities which includes outreach presentations, urban tree planting,
coastal restoration, and more. In one of the project activities, the UCF Program assisted the Leone High
School club in planting 15 Croton shrubs and 15 Talie trees around the school campus. The program also
distributed native trees to various groups such as the A'asu 4-H Club, planting 5 Tauanave, 5 Tipolo, 10
Seasea, 5 Milo, and 5 Asi trees in the A'asu village. Due to the COVID-19 lockdown, the Forestry
Program was unable to celebrate the islands 2022 Arbor Week. However, once the lockdown was lifted,
the program continued to work with youth groups and partnered agencies in conserving and improving the
islands urban areas and forests. The UCF Program assisted the islands Coast Week celebration by
planting 5 Futu, 5 Talie, 5 Tauanave, 5 Milo, and 5 Ifi trees in the village of Fagasa to protect the villages
coast against erosion. The Forestry Program Manager attended the Partners in Community Forestry
Conference in Seattle, and had the opportunity to meet and discuss UCF programs, projects, and
opportunities with the Region 5 State & Private Forestry UCF Manager, State Foresters, and other UCF
specialists and representatives.
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Contact Information

American Samoa Community College Land
Grant Forestry Program

US Forest Service
Pacific Southwest Region

Denis Sene, Jr.
Forestry Program Manager
P.O. Box 5319 ASCC/AHNR
Pago Pago, AS 96799
011-684-699-1575
denis_senejr@yahoo.com

Kathleen Stearns Friday
Forest Legacy/Stewardship Program Manager
USDA Forest Service
1323 Club Drive
Vallejo, CA 94592
808-785-5197
kathleen.friday@usda.gov
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